We [older people, AG] are becoming more protesting.
thoroughly investigate the causal chains that seem to exist according to the large-N analyses of the last few chapters and to improve the model by looking at aspects that are not easy to measure in a quantitative survey. The interviews were conducted with a particular interest in whether these protesters experienced any of the youth bias of protest and the generational trend that we detected in the analysis of the surveys.
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In the first section, I explain the background to the council tax protests and why this case study has been selected, and describe the interviewees' social characteristics. Section 2 looks at resources and motivations in old age (history of political engagement, retirement and health). Sections 3 and 4 present experiential evidence on social expectations from older people and on senior identity. Section 5 spells out the experience of mobilisation and opportunities to protest at old age, and Section 6 describes the experience of generational change from the point of view of older people. Section 7 summarises the results.
The background of the council tax protests and protesters

Council tax protests as a reaction to a policy threat
It is particularly important to understand the actions of older people outside established organisations and institutions in times of societal ageing. On the one hand, there are a growing number of older people in such contexts whose political activities can determine the political participation process and its political outcomes. On the other hand, ageing industrial democracies are characterised by a high level of state activity and scope, especially in terms of the welfare state. Thus, societal ageing does not take place in a context of social stagnancy, but in parallel with other social processes that are not all directly linked to it. Many advanced welfare states are experiencing massive state deficits and need to adapt their welfare state systems to changing economic and demographic needs. Therefore, welfare state programmes that primarily target older people need to be reformed. If individuals notice that the state is changing a policy to their personal detriment they are more likely to mobilise against the change politically. This has been shown, for example, for the reform of Social Security in the United States (Campbell 2003b) . The underlying microlink of this mobilisation trigger is that individuals are more likely to be mobilised by a potential loss of entitlement than by a potential gain over the status quo (see, for the political implications, Weaver 1986; Kumlin 2004; see, for the psychological foundation, Kahnemann and Tversky 1979) . In other words, individuals
